	
SENIOR WARDEN REPORT (Mark Kwolek)
In my short time as senior warden, I have concluded that I am learning this job as I go. My hope is with God's help he will empower me to serve. It is amazing to be a member of Church of the Savior for roughly 30 years. I have seen God move and bless and teach us many times. I grew up in the Orthodox Church and was taught to be active in the service and leadership of God's church. I was led to the Anglican church by the actions of my mother (Flora) seeking a deeper relationship with Jesus. That is when I met Joe Vitunic. He was the faithful priest who led me to Jesus. Joe was the founding pastor of Church of the Savior. During this time, I was welcomed into God's family and encouraged to use my musical gifts to praise the Lord. We were taught to seek after the knowledge and love of the Lord Jesus. The biblical discipline of tithing was clearly conveyed, and my participation in that practice was a crucial part of my spiritual growth. I was constantly encouraged by seeing many believers at Church of the Savior serving the Lord with all their heart and giving Jesus all the glory.
I also had the privilege to work alongside Pastor Dennett our second priest. He was a great encouragement to me personally as I continued to serve Jesus. He was a wise and discerning leader who had a great heart for the poor and the outcast. His faithful preaching of God’s word helped us all to continue to increase in the knowledge and love of the Lord. His greatest asset was preparing us for our new priest Father Bill. He was a great encouragement as he took us through the process of preparing us spiritually and financially to be able to pay a full-time priest again.
I consider it a great honor and privilege to serve alongside Father Bill’s leadership. Bill and I had similar teaching and discipleship under pastor Joe and pastor Dennett. Bill has a good understanding of the life of Church of the Savior past and present. He has great vision as to where the LORD is leading us now. My greatest hope for us all at Church of the Savior is to continue in the study of God's word and the breaking of bread and the preaching of the good news of Jesus to Ambridge and to the ends of the earth.

Yours in Christ,
Mark Kwolek


MISSIONS COMMITTEE REPORT (Flora Galbraith)
From our inception, Church of the Savior has focused on reaching out with the gospel locally, nationally, and internationally. Our Mission Team strives to be strategic in our giving to missionaries. As a team, our goal is to focus on prayer and building relationships between our missionaries and our congregation. We accomplish this through the following activities:
· Our team meets to pray every 3rd Sunday following our service. Please consider joining us! 	
· Each 	Missionary/Organization has a dedicated team member who is their 	contact
· Every Sunday during the Prayers of the People, a Missionary and/or 	Organization is listed for prayer requests and updates
· Those same requests are sent out through the weekly COTS email
· Cards are sent at Christmas and Easter (signed with greetings from our team and/or the congregation)
· Meet 	with current and former COTS members pursuing long and short-term missions to discern how we as a congregation might offer them 	support
Many thanks to those who served on the team in 2025: Sukie and Miguel Casas, Flora Galbraith, Sarah Kwolek, Dana Priest, Josh Reinders, Sharon Steinmiller and Peng Huang.
We made the following disbursements from the budget for Mission giving:
MISSION GIVING 2025

				The 			Rev. Dr. Bob Ayres (DEAFCHURCH Together)
		
				$ 			800.00
		

				CMJ-USA
		
				$ 			800.00
		

				Rev. 			David Hawkins (Christians United in Beaver County)
		
				$ 			800.00
		

				J 			family (SAMS)
		
				$ 			800.00
		

				Meredith 			and Joshua Johnson (All Nations)
		
				$ 			800.00
		

				Michael 			Jun & family (All Nations)
		
				$ 			800.00
		

				New 			Wineskins Missionary Network
		
				$ 			800.00
		

				Bishop 			Steven and Tricia Tighe
 (Anglican Diocese of the 			Southwest-Missionary Diocese)
		
				$ 			800.00
		

				Omar 			Family (SAMS)
		
				$ 			800.00
		

				S.V. 			(SAMS)
		
				$ 			800.00
		

				TOTAL
		
				$ 			8,000.00
		


If you have a heart for missions and would like to join us, we welcome you!
Respectfully submitted,
Flora Galbraith for the Mission Team

2025 COTS HISPANIC MINISTRIES REPORT (James Hensley)
IGLESIA EL SALVADOR
Our Iglesia El Salvador ministry has taken various forms in 2026, giving us exciting opportunities to participate in the Lord’s work among Hispanics in Ambridge. The core team included church-plant Pastor David Diaz, a Venezuelan chaplain at Millwood Inc in Leetsdale, his sister Bigvay, and three Trinity seminarians: Alexis Anaya, Xenia Smykova and James Hensley. Our mission is to reach Hispanic immigrants in Ambridge and the surrounding area with the gospel of Jesus Christ, as well as participate in mercy ministries and community support.
Our weekly rhythms included Wednesday night Alpha and Saturday night worship. Our Saturday services tended to reach a different group of people than our Alpha, due to the intense work schedules of our congregation. This summer in particular was a very fruitful time for our Alpha and we were able to focus on discipleship. Saturday night worship tended to be more evangelistic, focusing on fellowship, music and a gospel presentation.
The holiday season was marked by a number of parties to celebrate birthdays, Christmas and New Year. The highlight of the ministry year was our posada, a traditional Mexican party where people reenact the Holy Family’s search for an inn at Christmas. We crammed people in the house and had singing, a sermon, firecrackers, a piñata, and a feast.
We have an average of 15-20 people who are committed members of our church-plant. Outside the core group, there are 50-70 people who are on the periphery of our ministry. Demographically, Venezuelans are an important part of our church community, and many of our people are Pastor Diaz’s relatives. Aside from other Latin American countries (Honduras, Mexico, Guatemala etc), the Lord has given us the opportunity to minister alongside people from Pakistan, China and good old Western Pennsylvania. We are praying to grow in discipleship this year. A word I’ve been thinking about for the year is “celebratory hospitality.” We want to be a community of joy where strangers become friends in light of the reality of Christ’s resurrection.
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE CLASSES
In the summer of 2025, our English classes transitioned from being under the auspices of Casa San Jose to becoming independent. Jessica Whitacre faithfully and effectively served as our ESL coordinator, but transitioned out starting in May. James Hensley is the current ESL coordinator. We have three classes who meet Mondays and Wednesdays at COTS during the fall and spring semesters. After leaving Casa we lost a number of students. Last semester, we had 21 students and 16 volunteers.
Our ESL classes were a great opportunity to tangibly serve our community. Good friendships have formed from English class as we seek to bridge the gap between English, Spanish and Portuguese speakers. One testimony from our class was that a student was able to use her English when she was pulled over by the police. Our prayer is to grow our ministry both in terms of students and volunteers. We have been given the opportunity to teach English in Moon Township in the future. Our goal for ESL is to teach English with excellence in the name of Christ.


SIGNS OF GRACE FELLOWSHIP REPORT 2025
(Carla Hill & Flora Galbraith)
Signs of Grace Fellowship (SOG) is thankful for the leadership and congregational support of Church of the Savior (COTS) in this outreach ministry with the Deaf.  What a Blessing!!
We continue to use Bible Study Videos provided by Deaf Missions.
Highlights of 2025: 
· In January we met with Dr. Greg Hellier the Medical Director of the 	Emergency Management Agency (EMA) of Beaver County. He suggested a medical card that could be used in medical situations for the Deaf.
· We attended the Sign-A-Thon at the Robinson Mall in March where 	Deaf people come from the tri-state area to take advantage of the 	social services offered as well as the entertainment for Deaf people 	by Deaf people..we were joined by 3 ASL students from Geneva 	College. 	
· In April we had a showing of the Jesus Film at Church of the Savior. 	We had to acquire a license to show the film. We asked for a 	suggested donation of $1.00 per family (which was for SOG funding) 	and provided snacks and water.
 	
· 48 people attended
 		
· 6 Deaf people 			
· 2 ASL Interpreters
· 20 ASL students from Geneva College
·  2 Prayer Teams (2 people each team)
· 16 Guests, COTS members, etc
· In June we met with Fr. Bob Ayres from DeafChurch Together (DCT) 	(Florida) at the Chippewa Hot Dog Shoppe with SOG and other Deaf 	from Beaver County. He described what DCT was about and asked for input from the Deaf here in PA.
· In September we were asked by Franciscan Manor Assisted Living Center in Beaver Falls to share some ASL signs. We enjoyed our time there 	with the residents. 	
· In December we did a service project. From October to December we made small boxes out of Christmas cards, purchased items for the boxes, (lots of candy)! We sent them to Donna (in New York) who helped establish SOG and to Kathryn (in Florida) who was our ASL 	Interpreter until she moved. They were surprised and delighted.
· We are always thankful for Hannah Wilson’s help with the SOG 	Ministry.
 Prayer request for 2026:
· 2 Christian ASL Interpreters.
· Continued outreach to the Deaf/HH 	
· Help make the Hearing aware of deafness in their community.
 Prayerfully submitted,
    Carla Hill and Flora Galbraith


INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP (Father Myron Manasterski)
The Intercessory Prayer Group met at Church of the Savior on Sunday mornings throughout 2025 from 9:15 to 9:50 to pray for a variety of needs. We prayed for the various ministries and ministry leaders of COTS, for our Sunday 10:00 service, and for the worship and ministry activities (including E.S.L.) of Iglesia El Salvador, the Hispanic congregation that has been meeting at COTS on Saturday evenings. Prayers were also offered on behalf of a wide range of Christian ministries, for our nation and those in public authority, and for the needs of God’s people both locally and worldwide. Personal prayer requests were also brought before the heavenly throne of grace by group members.
Also throughout 2025 we met periodically on Sunday at 9:00 for Biblical teaching and discussion that was designed to help us:
1. Learn to pray more Biblically-informed prayers for those who, as yet, do not have a saving relationship with Jesus Christ; and to assist us 	to:
2. Gain a deeper understanding of what the Word of God teaches about spiritual warfare and particularly about God’s gracious provision 	of spiritual armor for believers as described by the Apostle Paul in 	Ephesians 	6:10-20. 	 	

JOURNEY BIBLE STUDY (Father Myron Manasterski)
The Journey Bible Study participated in a 13-week individual and group study and discussion of the Old Testament book of Daniel in the first part of 2025, and concluded the year with a 12-week study of the New Testament book of Revelation. Our study and application of Biblical truth within both of these prophetic and eschatological (end-time) writings deepened our understanding of and appreciation for the ministry of Jesus Christ as the risen, glorified, Son of God who now intercedes for his Church and who will one day…perhaps sooner than many think…return in glory to judge and to rule as “King of Kings and Lord of Lords”. These spiritually impactful studies have served to strengthen our faith in God and in his eternal plan for the ages. And our time spent in these portions of God’s Word has intensified our resolve to share the Good News of the new life that Christ offers to all… with as many as we can… for as long as we can.

For additional information about either the Intercessory Prayer Group or the Journey Bible Study contact Fr. Myron at (412) 477-4297 (cell) or at mmanasters@yahoo.com.
                        

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY REPORT (Hannah Wilson)
Dear friends,
I’ve been helping to coordinate children’s ministry in a combination of my administrative role (scheduling volunteers, maintaining clearances), a parent, and a teacher! 2025 saw a number of changes and steps of growth in children’s ministry at COTS. 
First of all, we’ve had increasing numbers of young children participating in the regular life of the church. We typically have two or three children in the nursery on Sunday mornings, and have anywhere from three to twelve in the big kids’ class! When I recall how few children there were at Sunday services when I began attending in 2019, I am moved to enormous thankfulness for the noise, chaos, kindness, and curiosity that has become a routine part of our time together. Secondly, in September we began using a new curriculum (God’s Big Story, developed by an ACNA congregation in Canada) for the big kids’ church school time. Our hopes were that this would reduce stress on volunteer teachers and provide a framework for discipleship for our older kids, helping them to move through the stories of Scripture in a coherent way that highlights God’s work and His redemptive plan. Thirdly, our diocese took steps in 2025 to ensure that all churches are following best practices for providing safe and accountable programming to children, through means such as clearances, standardizing background checks, and requiring yearly updates to training. This meant that many of our volunteers had to update clearances a little sooner than they had anticipated, and that we needed to keep working on systematizing how we keep track of compliance with requirements! While this is fairly mundane work, it is an important practical way that we can demonstrate love and value for each of the children in our church, their parents, and the volunteers and staff.

 Children’s ministry requires a sizable team of committed volunteers, as any church-sponsored ministry needs at least two volunteers. We are so incredibly thankful for all of the volunteers who have served in the past year: Miguel & Sukie Casas; Kim Driscoll; Matt & Theresa Greffin; James & Talia Hensley; Mark, Sarah, Jono, and Anna Kwolek; Will Henry Lawrence; Marianne Manasterski; Lily Peachey; Dana Priest; Josh Reinders; Denice Smith; Jason Wilson; and Micah & Emma Wolfe. (If I left your name off this list, I apologize!) It truly takes a village to provide consistent ministry in a way that doesn’t over-burden anyone who’s serving.

 Prayer requests for the coming year include:
 –that our children would continue to learn and grow, not only in their head knowledge of the content of Scripture, but in their heart knowledge that they are beloved of God.
–for health, stamina, and creativity for our volunteers, and new members to be added to the team. (I’m going to make a shameless plug here – we always need more volunteers who are willing to get clearances and serve with children, as this piece of the schedule is frequently disrupted by sickness, travel, or changes in family dynamics.
–for vision and provision as we discern how to balance the relatively large number of children that we have and their needs for attention and instruction at their own levels with the space and volunteers that we have!
–for more families to be added to our congregation, that we would faithfully partner with parents in raising up children who love Jesus and their neighbors.
With gratitude,
Hannah Wilson

RECTOR’S REPORT (Father Bill Driscoll)
· VESTRY: 	Thank you! Well Done to Sharon Steinmiller for her service.
· COTS Sunday Worship
 	
· We rearranged the Sanctuary, and were gifted a processional Cross.
· Four 	volunteer Music Teams: Kwolek, Marianne, Carla, Driscoll.
· In September we launched the new Sunday School Curriculum, with a full team of teachers, and a full team of Nursery Volunteers.
· On any given Sunday, COTS hosted up to 18 children under the age of 12.
· In the Fall we had five different Seminarians preach.
· In Advent we began using the Book of Common Prayer booklets.
· Over 	the year we saw many new faces become regular attenders and members, some from the local community, and some from the Trinity community.
	
· Spanish Ministry at COTS
 	
· Saturday Night worship services moved to Weekly, and in the fall moved upstairs to use the Sanctuary.
· The ministry was gifted a sound system, and other equipment from 1st Presbyterian Church Beaver, and they helped pay for our new signs.
· In the Fall James began serving as COTS Spanish Ministry Intern, devoting more hours to Iglesia El Salvador, and 		Administering/organizing the ESL program.
· The Festival of Churches Dunk Tank and Booth raised $450 toward ESL program.
· Invitation for COTS members to hand out invitations.
	
· Other Ministry Reports – Please read them!! Our leaders took time to 	write them for you.
· 2025 	Budget Review
 	
· We 	began the year with a forecasted $44K deficit, praying for growth in attendance, giving, and ministry.
· COTS had prepared for 3 years of potential deficit budgets, having set aside reserve funds to cover the potential deficits for those three years.
· We had some significant capital expenditures for HVAC equipment and building infrastructure repairs. They were funded through both budget funds and reserve funds.
· We increased spending in a few ministry areas, the primary area being Children’s ministry and Sunday School.
· We had some unexpected increases in insurance costs.
· We ended the year $25K ahead of our budget, with an end of year deficit that was $18K. We were able to cover all expenses out of budget and some reserve funds.

· 2026 	Budget
 	
· In creating the new budget, we took into account our increased 	expenses in many areas from 2025. 		
· We begin 2026 with a forecasted $32K deficit (12K less than previous year).
· As was the case last year, there are no significant areas where costs can be significantly reduced. We have a very conservative and frugal budget.
· I am asking you to pray for these 5 things:
 		
· Pray for your heart (and our heart as a Church) to be tuned into our neighborhood and to our neighbors.
· Pray for opportunities for you (and for the Church) to love your 	neighbors, and to get to significantly interact with your neighbors.
· Pray 	for opportunities to Love your neighbors with Christ’s Love, and opportunities to invite them to join you at events or worship at COTS.
· Pray 	for your own financial Stewardship. Ask the Lord to reveal areas that might need “tidying-up.” Ask the Lord to speak to you regarding your giving of your time, your talents, and your treasure to his work at COTS.
· Talk to the Lord about the ways that you participate and serve at COTS. If you are not serving yet, pray about where you might begin serving.












