
1Corinthians 14 Speaking in Tongues in Worship 4/19/26 

Acts 2:4  4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
gave them utterance.  [sign for outsiders/unbelievers] 
Acts 19:6 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began 
speaking in tongues and prophesying. [sign of the Holy Spirit’s presence in/on a believer] 

Prayer Languages… 
Romans 8:26 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we 
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 
Messages in Tongues in Worship… 

1Corinthians 14:5  

• 5 Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy…unless he interprets, so that the 
church may be edified.  

o “The interpretation of the tongue brings it within the framework of intelligibility, which in turn 
means that it too can edify the community. This does not imply that such a tongue is to be 
understood as directed toward the community, but that what the person has been speaking to 
God has now been made intelligible, so that others may benefit from the Spirit’s utterance.”1 

1Corinthians 14:6-12  

• 6 Now, brothers, if I come to you speaking in tongues, how will I benefit you unless I bring you 
some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or teaching? 7 If even lifeless instruments, such as the flute 
or the harp, do not give distinct notes, how will anyone know what is played? … 9 So with yourselves, 
if with your tongue you utter speech that is not intelligible, how will anyone know what is said? For 
you will be speaking into the air. …  12 So with yourselves, since you are eager for manifestations of 
the Spirit, strive to excel in building up the church. [Order within worship… God is not a God of 
disorder/chaos.] 

1Corinthians 14:6-13-18 

• 13 Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may interpret. 14 For if I pray in a tongue, 
my spirit prays but my mind is unfruitful. 15 What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will 
pray with my mind also … 16 Otherwise, if you give thanks with your spirit, how can anyone in the 
position of an outsider say “Amen” to your thanksgiving when they do not know what you are saying? 
17 For you may be giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not being built up. 18 I thank God 
that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 19 Nevertheless, in church I would rather speak five words 
with my mind in order to instruct others, than ten thousand words in a tongue.  

o [Discerning as you sense you have something to share.] 

1Corinthians 14:26-28 

• 26 What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a 
tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. 27 If any speak in a tongue, let there 
be only two or at most three, and each in turn, and let someone interpret. 28 But if there is no one to 
interpret, let each of them keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God. 

o [One at a time, with interpretation.] 

• No gifts greater than. Not expected every week. 
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